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"The Crypto-Jewish Sect of the DBnmeh (Sabbatians) in Turkey" (pp.l42-166)
1665-6 messianic erruption: Sabbatai Zevi went to Palestine where Nathan of Gaza
due to his own ecstatic visions accepted that S.Z. was the Messiah—-
til then no one had taken Sabbatai Zevi's occasional claims seriously
personality of Sabbatal Zevi (to closest disciples:) ascetic, mystic &
subject seilzures of ectasy and enthusiasm
claimed new vision of Judaism (common for a Messiah) but also invented
bizarre versions of Jewish festival rites
1666 Sabbatai Zevi went to Constantinople-~—his followers expected him to
remove the crown of the Sultan & usher in the Messianic era
instead arrested, but allowed to hold court in prison
the movement cont. to build; 9 Ab (fast day commemorating the
destriiction of the Temple) declared Sabbatai Zevi's birthday
16 Sept 1666 Sabatai Zevi purchased his life by converting
but movment too strong for this to dampen it--temporary confusion
[solution to lst “disconfirmation" - viz. Festinger model; parallel with 7thDay Adv]
Nathan of Gaza: Messiah must liberate the sparks of holiness outside of
Israel also--thus the Messiah has not really become a Turk, but ra%hgﬁrn

M e, liveg on 2 levels—exoteric & esoteric—until his full-splendore
thn Aur Effendl — Muslion name 6 Sabhgtei 2eui ]
[2nd "disconfirmation" |: death of Sabbatai Zevi in 1676 in Dulcigno, Albania where

the Turkish Gvt had finally exiled him in 1673
solution: not eeally dead but into occultation
doctrine of reincarnation (commonly accptd by Kabbalists) allowed the
supposition that the Messiah wandered thru many forms fr Adam to
" Sabbatai Zevi - in 19th cent. this formalized to 18 reincarnations
Donmeh ("converts") separate from Jewish Sabbatians
dilemma: is one to follow the example of the Messiah or not?
to not follow his example leads to underground movement which seems
strictly rabbinic but is inwardly Sabbatian
=path of most of the Sabbatians & played import part in Eurdewry
to follow his example leads to same result w Turkish Muslim facade
200 did so in lifetime of Sabbatai Zevi mainly fr Balkans but
some from Smyrma and Brusa — some of these reconverted to
Judaism when Sabbatai Zevi died, e.g. his bro. Elijah zevi
Sabbatai Zevi himself ambivalent & did not uniformly call for
conversion but in enthusiastic mania periods did so
group centered in Salonica (the Sephardic center), also groups
in Adrianople and Constantinople
formed tight-knit group - called selves ma'aminim (believers
vs kofrim (deniers = Jews who denied the legitimacy of S.Z
18 commandmts composed by or at behest of Sabbatai Zevi-—
have them in Judeo-Spanish: recapitulate in variant
form the 10 commandments (ambiguous vs fornication)
& deal with dual life vis—a-vis Turk and Jew
enjoin Islamic precepts but also anti-Islamic tone
18 = 18 Benedictions of basic prayer of daily Jewish
litargy; 18 = numerical value of hai "living"
among Mevlevi & other Sufis 18 is the holiest #
prohibition vs forcible conversion of Jewish followers
who have not yet entered into the mystery of the
turban which is the batta2& against impurity
Izmirlis & Jakubis: wife & widow of Sabbatai Zevi Jochebed (Islamic name Aisha)
& da of R. Joseph Filosof, detlared her brother Jacob
Querido the mystical vessel in which the soul of &.Z.
had taken up abode
1683 Jacob Querido, Joseph Filosof & Solomon Florentin led a radical
Sabbatian group to convert: c. 200-300 families

[ appropriate to
theme of liberation
fr the law]
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1689 Jacob Querido and fallowers went on pilgrimage to Mecca—-Jacob died on way
Koniosos or Karakash — c. 1700 Baruchya Russo (called also Osman Baba) [d.1720]
proclaimed to be reincarnation of Sabbatai Zevi
¢.1716 was proclaimed to be a divine incarnation
some Polish Sabbatian groups accepted this (literary exchanges btw
Salonika, Prague, Frankfort, Mannheim)
grave of Baruchya became a place of special veneration until the
pop. exchange in 1924
called Onyolu (of the 10 path) by opponents (=syncretists?")
3 splits (Ismirlis, Jakubis, Koniosos) of the first O years lasted til the present
vs the outside very tight-knit: intermarried only among selves
doctrine of takive (dissimulation) like Bektashi
& perhaps some connections with the latter
maintained Jewish learning: used Talmudic law to solve internal disputes &
secretely referred to non-Sabbatian rabbis for clarification til 1860s
in 200 years never resorted to Turkish courts
until c. 1870 spoke Judeo-Spanish at home & Turkish outside
knowledge of Hebrew declined but used a deformed Hebrew cursive until
the 20th century: prayers rendered into phonetic transcription
corresp. to Judaeo-Spanish sound but with Heb. letters
went to mosque, esp. Izmirlis & Jakubis; but real relig worship in secret
synagogues, conduct of which in hands of Hakhamim or Hodjas
1850~192/ Dbnmeh constituted half the Turkish pop. of Salonika, the
majority of the population being Jewish or Greek
lived in closed off quarters (Jacobites & Izmirlis have traditions
that they received their quarters as land grants in return for
conversion)
impenetrable silence about their practice: only 2 short prayers fellinto
Danon's hands 70 years ago; not til 1935 did the text of a hand-
written prayer book come to the Hebrew Univ. (fr Kapandshis); now
we have a whole series tho only 1 from the Baruchya; mostly Izmirli
prayer book = purely Jewish prayers fr the most important and popular
parts of the Sephardic siddur and mahzor
but changes: in place of the traditional orthodox Jewish credo
consisting of the 13 principles of Maimonides which are
recited at the end of the morning seridee, find a Sabbatian
credo wh affirms belief in Sabbatai Zevi & the end of the
requirement to fulfil commandments
evidence of ritual orgies: spiritual torah: no longer distinction btw
pure & impure, allowed & forbidden; Baruchya & successors
decl. the incest prohihitions of the Torah abolished
[parallel to the Ismaili of Alamut in 1164 removing the yoke of
the duties of the shari'a & brinking about the status of
kiyama resurrection, symbolized by the public violation of
Ramadan and the imbibing of alcohol]

2 torahs: the confusion created by the appearance of the Messiah
without His completing his mission means that the two realms
overlap: the Torah of beriah, of this world and of the hist.
rabbinic tradition (hallakha); & The Torah of atzilut repres.

status 1870-1920 the spritmal state of redemption
Izmirlis = Kapandshis = Papulars ("old ones") — the orig. followers of Sabbatai
Zevi who rejected the ciaims of Jacob Querido
- large & middle scale merchants & more recently Turkish professionals(dr,law)
all the barbers of Salonika once belonged & saw to it that the 3 sub=sects
all had different style haircuts
Jakubis - officials in Salonika
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Koniosos or Karakash (followers of Baruchya Russo)
held the lowest social position: poor artisans, cobblers, stocking weavers,
day laborers, porters
now in Istambul have risen into the merchant class, esp. textiles
Young Turk role: esp. Jakubis & Kapandshis contributed many individuals to the
intelligentsia of the Young Turks
Javid Bey-——one of the 3 DVnmeh ministers in the 1st Young Turk Gvt was
from the Russo family (direct descendants of Baruchy Russo), leading
family of the Karakash sect
immediately preceeding the population exchange, the heads of the DBnmeh in Salonika
attempted to gain persission fr the Greek Gvt to declare themselves openly as
Jews and thus remain in Salinika--permission refused
Eurppean linkages: 1759 Jacob Frank in Poland led a mass conversion to Catholicism
& carried on the trad. of Baruchya w/o kabbalism
relations btw Warsaw and Salonika until late 19th cent.
Scholem knows of man in Vienna who talked of Catholics in Warsaw
in the 1920s :
Abraham Miguel Cardozo (1626-1706) - borm a Marrano & tireless opponent of DBnmeh
but after his death, in the writings of Judah Levi Toba he becomes a friend£ &
ideologue of the sect——amalgamated his kabbalism with the very different
one of Nathan of Gaza & combined with a libertine element very foreign to
Cardoz o

"The Messianic Idea in Kabbalism" [background to the Sabbatian development seen in the
merging of Kabbalism and messianism--in answer to
why the Spanish expulsihon—in this cohtext Kabbalism
tho highly myskical, individual, aristocratic could
become a popular movment—-centered on the generation
of 1540-80 in Safed of whom Issac Luria Ashkenazi
("Ari" the lion~-1534~72) the greatest
background of Spannish Kabbalism (masterpiece being the 13th cent. Zohar)
tradition of the 10th chapter of the Talmudic tractate Sahhedrin
wh not devel systematically except by Saadia Gaon, but the focus
of popular medieval speculation
Zohar prophecizes liberation of Israel from the yoke of the Torah—
imagery of the perfection of Garden of Eden in which two trees:
tree of life & tree of knowledge, the former being all holy w no
evil, but the latter having ggood & evil, pure & pmpure, allowed
& forbidden—in an unredeemed world the Torkh is revealed in
positive and negative commandments of clean & unclean etc.; in a
redeemed wolrld the Torah will be revealed in its spiritual
essence w/o the need for the different kinds of interpretation
(1iteral, allegorical, mystical)
the 40 yrs after the Spanish expulsion we find a deep Messianic excitemen% & N
tension almost as intense as before the erruption of the Sabbatian
Abraham ben Eliezer ha-Levi (Sp exile in Jerusalem) = the master propagar
the expulsion = beginning bl the disasters wh terminate history &
usher in redemption
Ari (Issac Luria) -~ The Galut the Ari's Kabbalah saw as a terrible and pitiless
state permeating and embittering all of Jewish life, but Galut was also
the condition of the universe as a whole, even of the deity. (p..43)
more complicated notion of creation than the Spannish Kabbalists' em#nations
(sefirot)--rather a processof limitation: in order for a thing other than
God to come into being, Gd must retreat within himself, afterwhich he
beams of light into the vaccuum of limitation (w/o limitation everything
would revert to the divine; w/o emanation nothing would come into being)
imagery: whatever has being requires garbs and vessels (w/o wh reverts
to infinity)-—divine light enters these to take forms appropriate
to their :‘unction in creation, but the vessels could not
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contain the light & were broken (the "brggﬁgﬁéagfh%ﬁge%%gsels") so that
the light was dispered, some reverting back to its source, rest ( sparks)
up and down - henceforth nothing is per#ct: sparks of divine light trapppd
in the "shells" or "offscourings"
= Galut of the very Shekhinah
Gd began the process of reparation & if Adam had not sinned the Messianic
state would have been achieved on the 1lst Sabbath; but with the fall
of Adam there was a second breaking of the vessels and skattering of
divine sparks
man now also has to work towards emendation of the world: by doing good
helps collect the divine sparks in himself and thru transmigration
his neighbor
= ideology for obeying the cemmandments of the Halakhah - a process of
recreating the perfection = redemption
when this has been achieved the Messiah will come——need be no revolution
& travails olam ha-tikkun (the restored world)
new Kabbalah had a strong important function in restoring to the Jew his
sense of responsibility and dignity ~ no contradicition btw secular and
‘Redemption Thru nationalist aspects of redemption
Sin" [Durkheim! ] The essence of the Sabbatian's conviction-——
it is inconceivable that all of God's people should inwardly err
(accepting Sabbatai Zevi as Messiah) and so if their experience 1s
contradicted by the facts, the facts need explanation
a moderate Sabbatian: (30 yrs after SZ's apostasy): "The Holy One blessed be
He, does not ensmare even the animals of the righteous, much less the
righteous themselves, to say nothing of so terribly deceiving an eniire
people....And how is it possible that all of Israel be decedved unless
this be part of some great divine plan?" (p.88~9)
Sabbatian query: why had the tikkun been delayed?
as long as the divine sparks (nitzotzot) which fell at the time of Adam's sin
into the impure real of bhe kelipot have not been gathered back to their
source, redemption process remains incomplete
task of the Redeemer to descend thru the gates of impurity into the realm of
the kelipot and to rescue the divine sparks; . Messiah must commit "strange
acts" (ma'asim zarim) of which his apostasy is the most startling
[apostasy here parallel to crucifixion in Christianity ]
53rd chapter of Isaiah: "But he was wounded because of our transgressions’
taken as alluding not only to the Messiah ben Joseph, legendary forerunner
of the Redeemer who according to tradition was to suffer death at the
hands of the Gentiles, but to the Messiah ben David who would be
foreeably prevented from observing the Torah ,
play on words, Hebrew ve=hu meholal "but he was wounded" interpretedas
"from the sacred he ] the Messiah] will be made profane [hol] "
& the verse in the chapter: And he made his grave with the wicked
various other passages as well (Deut. 33:7 - interpreted as Davidic Messiah
of House of Judah taken fr the people & hence Moses' prayer that God
bring him back)--parallels with Ester whom most of the people surely
had despised for givéng herself to an idol-worshiper but of whom the
Talmud says "Ester was the ground of the entire world"; similarity to
Moses who lived at the court of Pharoah, so the Messiah with the Turk
= all the Marrano arguments (Cardozo applies them well for the D¥nmeh)
gives new content to old rabbinic content of mitzvah ha-ba'ah ba—averah
("a commandment which is fulfilled by means of a transgression")
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mlwg = common term to Mesopotamian cuneiform texts and Talmud
Babylonian Talmud offers no etymology
Palestinian Talmud relates the term melus to Hebrew root mlg[g "to pluck,
to break off* ie rt of Hu to usufruct over melug dowry property
related terms: mhr (Heb. mohar) - contrasted in Ugaritic text as paymt from
groom to father of bride
muluzu - paynt fr Fa of bride either to groom (Amaarna text
of mulugu slaves as part of dowry in Mitanni princess
marriage to a Pharoh of Eg) or more usually to the bride
with right of usufruct to Bu-groom \
terhatu - 'bride-price' paymt fr groom'sfamily to bride's for
expenses of rearing herj possibily fr xms verb rehu,
tto have sexual intercourse’
of which mulugu may be subtracted and given by her Fa to bride
annu - cash tied into the 'sash' (qanmu) of bride fr groom
Nuzi standard terhatu was 40 shekels; a man accepted 20 for
his sister with the other 20 as gannu to Ximemx her)
E 1.8, mhr = terhatu ==the Pors. mehriye or sedagh
of which part may be shir baha wh however goes to F to bride
mlugu & cannu are payments to the bride herself, the former from her
Fa, the latter from her Hu's femily /
Nuzi text case of mulucu houses given with the stipulation that
these be passed on to the children of the wife--ie keeping
the property within the family, only giving usuiruct to Hu
case of objection by Fa of bride to usuage of mulugu slaves as collafera
for groom's debts; ie Fa exercises some control; vs gappu which
bride may empower Hu to convert into land
question as to whether malugu could be used as a means of alienating
theoretically inaliemable family land: man gives daughter such
land as mulugu, recéiving gishtu from the husband of da as paymt
for the usufruct right thus gained (qishtu = gift), and then da
could alienate the land—-—-not very likely
but have cases of purchasers being fictively adopted into family
ketubah of the Talmwdic-Mishnah period = a document filed by husband at marriage
involving ?; a pledge of support of wife often thru widowhood;

2) setting aside a fixed sum as settlement in case of
divorce or widowhood--retroactive so that if property
sold and divorce mf¥ or widowhood, wife can legally
reclaim the property (buyer must take this into
consideration when buying from a married man)

(3) cuarantees that male children would inherit this amt
if she d while m to him and that fem. children would
be railsed by him t111 married

became obligatory in process of limiting rights of women over their property
while increasing thelr security
princs man contracting m. w woman expected to benefit ir the usufruct
of all properties she owned} thus if she were to sell or give away
some of this he would be cheated, this usufruct forming part of his
decision to marry her - thus gradually she lost right to dispose
of property gained before as well as after marriage {the latter she
lost first accord. to primc. that Hu acquires rts over wife's property
v by having acquired rights over her
Rabbi Simon ben Setah (2nd-1st cent BC) credited w making the ketubah
an effective instrument: formerly the ketubah was issued against her
father w result that she lightly esatecsmed in her Hu's eyes and divorce
pronej now issued vs Hu's property and inel line "All properties which
I own are liable and bound to the sum of money stipulated in your ketu

Rabbi Meir (2nd cent CE) credited w making it obligatory: 'It is forbidden
for 2 man to allow 8 wife to remain w/o ketubah even for one > =¥
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7 «child of mixed parentage is Jewlsh only if its Mo, was Jewich--rszbbinic decision
adaptation: if Mo, Jewish chances are that the child was result of rape; while
if Fa Jewish chances are the child was casual union of Jewish
traveler away from home
would then make sense to regard that child as Jewish which is born and
raised within the community
11 «Jews of Caucusus and Kurdistan--descendants of N, Kingdom of Israel (Samaria caital
riling classes deported by Assyria in 721 BCE
mzde no contribution to further Jewisk develooment
1?2 ailebiim--wandsring religious devotses ('prophetst)
Amo:s was furious at being e2lled one of these (Amos Ti1l)
LOO prophesying viebbry opposed to one true one prophesying defeat (Kings 1:22)

Babylonian Exile-- 5§7-587 BCE Babylon tock Judeah and deported its rulimg classes
©38 Cyrus allowed the return; 515 temple restored and rededicated
Sth cent: Nehemiah, a high offieial at the Parsian court, restored
the walls and houses of Jerusalem and intro sceial reformss
1«16 Yzra given commission of relig authority for Judea by Persian ¥
BZRA uped the Babylonian experience for religious institutiomal refomm
(1) synagogue. Babylonian Jews had been convinced that a temple could only
be bullt and sacrifice offered in Jerusalem: so built no
temple in Babylonia
instead had meetings at home of some relig leader on the Sabbath
to read the sacred books and listen to his commentary
thus arose the {Oreek, freligious meeting!) unconnected
with ritual or sacrifice nor dependent on priesthood;
congregational and edueational /MF: thus tbeth ha kanesset’ /
{2) written seriptures: editing and collecting done during the exlle
(have rafs to now lost books)
(8) arranged for the rsading of Torsh at markets on market day and the training
of 'seribes? to expiain it
read zmd a revised code in Aramaic
(k) demanded divorce of foreign wives: to rid the community of the gods of these
women which presumably were protected by the marriage contracts

sectz: PBarises--interpretation, if properly formulated ang lssued, had the same
divine aunthority as the originsl written code
{name, {(Separ=tistis?, came fr their stiict adherence to tithing laws
vs the more lax)
Sadduces-~only the original had divine authority, end no modification or
interpretation could claim automatic acceptance as a religious duty
assoc, ¥ the Temple sdmin, and the high priestly family of Zsdok
disappeared in 70 with the dsstruction of the Templs and sc, base
apocalyptica--pseudonymous writings of idsas wh vere revesled in visions
during a period of Judea under the rule of world povers
messianic idez of ultimate May of the Lord came to %ake on 2 meaning
of retribution rather than ultimate peace
and was used as inspirdtion for politieal terrorism--since God would
even up the disparity of power biw Jew and Roman armed battle possibl
Eseenos—~withdrawal from the worldts wickednass
{not clear if the OQumran sect of the Dead Sea Serolls belong to the Lssenes
or are a separate group with ascetie leanings)
28 with destruction of the Temple in 70 CE 21l these groups disappeared as did the
whole concept of religion as asceticimm; and the Pharisale idea triumphed
that religious life could only be lived fully if lived normally
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k1 Talmud (Traditions)
destruction of Temple followed by rabbinie gatherings of writings
again the expectation that fortune would so turn as to allow rebuildiag
the temple--while encouraging collection of traditions ¢ temple & rituval--
in fact helped make the Temple unnecessary
Johanan ®, Zakkai, the greatesi of thaese rabbis
insisted that the responsibility of preserving Judaism was on each
Jewish community where there was a court of Justice
insisted that acts of loving kindness were as effective an atonement
as sacrifice
Ll vast literature of rabbinic writings is sntibely devoid of asystematic
thenlogy as in Chkistian writers:
character of God 1s assumed, neither described nor argued
21l interest foruses on human response to the Covanant both ethieal
and ceremonial {...'the non-Jewish reader stands astounded before
the immense mass of discussion of vhat ssam to him minor points,
especially of the ritual of a non-existent temple...? going om
to compliment the social, commercial, domestic, codes)

L5 rabbls of Babylon also expanding the Mishmah--2 Talmuds (Traditions) prod.
but the Jerushalmi one remainsd unfinished and the Babli (Babylomian)
one bhacame the authoritative commentary

institution of responsa: 2 gr academies of vabbis zt Sura and Fumbeditha

whose Presigents called gaon; becams customary to send these geonim
guestions to which they issuad responsa

honor of issuing responsa passed 1o any fabbi considered by his
conterporaries as %a most learned; thus eg. the the geonim of
academies in Ggynt had more formal powers such as symagogus appis
they were little consulted for responsa :

responsa had only advisory authoriTy until accepted by the rabbi or
community asking the question

55 Bible text still used is basically ths one standardized by the Masorstes in

Tibsrias in $-10th cent.: added vowel pts, clarified grammatical coscurities
& prod text wh would be rsad the same way by any compeisont Hebraist
12 Deuteronomy--7Tth ceni.

external rels: tranguility in Babylen umtil srruntion of TIslam in Tih esnt,
L6 {1Medinat--the Jewish name for the caravan city of Yathrib) --?
repras, politieally by their ovm leader to the T
Islan needsd aducated men for its admin--and its gr philos, geog,
scisntists, architects, 11luninstors, astronomers, 2te., were
TLevantine Greeks, Syrians, Persians and Jevs
Islam alsc nezaded protected vnsoples to provide taxes
Spannish Jowry welcomed the Islamie liberators from the Visigoths
and tho 1t took a century to recoup fr the dsgredation wnder
the latter, they then came into every occupation f{r PM down
61 "he later history of Jews under Muslim rulers i3 tragie, but not
much mors tragic than the history of Muslims themseives who suffered
deeply from the rejection of the earlisr symblosis and the narrowness
and fatalism of later intolerance."
Christianity had less theological freedom to accomodate w Jews than did Islam
a8 long as both insisted on litsrzl interpre. and used the same scriptures
there was bound to he confliet
Jows passed fr being a element in a plural sosiety to a ninority thanx to
the Chr, desision of Jews as men set apart by crime of deleide
62 an fabnormal' theol. conceotion since based not on contemporary facks
but on the Chr. version of their past hisbory in ths Bible
It 45 in this abnormality that tzntisemitism? has its origin and

becomes distinct frosz_l the ord@hary rough and tumble of relations
W peoples



this theol. attitude arose out of the practical diffieulties of dealing w Jows
in chusch missionary work:
"eeesit was dangerously impressivs when a Jew said to a pagan firiend,
hesitating on the brink of conversion: tWell, practically none of
his own nation have accepted this fantastic story, and we ought to imow.
Jews and Christians claimed the promises contained in the same book
Jews were not lax in counter-argument
63 To & Christian resting his case on the power of Jasus to recall
Jagarus from the grave, a Jew pointed out that Jesus was liviag
when he performed the miracle, wherease the dead body of Elisha
did the same Ixfwmg (John IT, and YT Kings 13); and it is an
evident reply to Jewish taunts about the miracle of Shadrsch and
iz companions (Dan.3) that Mar Maris, whod converted Persia, should
have had 2 spe¢ial furnaece constructed through which he walked twice
and taen poh the fire outi
legislaticn after Constantine began to whitils awey rights of Roman citizenship
Visigoths orod a flood of extrevagaut, vindictive and rddiculous legls
65 ending in"the supreme absurdity of ordering that 211 Jews ars to spend
211 Jewish and Chrisitian feact days in the presemce of the local
bishop Vwashed and in 2 suitable frame of mind?; to ensure that they
practise no Jewish observance and moek at no Ckhistian ona."
bescame 2 capital offense to draw new fdlbowers iantoc the fold or restrain
Jews about %o anostasize to Christianity
synagogue building deseribed w a word wh was also milivary slang for brothel
ones occupation after another forbidden
re., money-lending: the lst mention of a Jewish money-lender in Zurope
he is in partnership w 2 Charistiang snd the abuse
vs Jewish money-lisnders is nothing compared to that
vs Syrian Chrisiian moneyeléenders
66 fr iouis the Phous, son of Charlemagne, Jews gob a kind of passport w regulations
and duties of the holder--so he could travel zbout ¢ 820 CE
symbblized a fact of life til 18-19th cent emancipation: Jews had lost
the right of citizenship and became protected property
other rulers issusd charters defining rts and duties, the first being
Bishop Ridiger of Sneyer who wished in 108L to emoble his city by
persuading Jews (presumsbly a symbol of higher standards of living
in the Med, basin) to settls there--the contract displays nmo
interest in their occupation nor indlcates amy speeciszl need to
proteet them
1096 begam the massacres of the First Crudade, and the need for
protection bagsn to be recognized in other charters
68 extent of Jewish rightlessness—-could be expellsed and killed at whim of
their owner w/ no apreal
Inquisition theorsticilly could not touch a Jew as lonmg as he remained a Jew
but got to Jews by considering thelr books as cemducive to heresy
thru their aid to Marrances ('the Hew (Chirisitianst)

90 1Marranot--a term of comtempt meaning 'pig!
thru forced publiec disputations w/ Christiens
82 1st accusation of ritual killing of child for blood made in 11LL at Norwich

where a boy, William, was found dead, by Theobald of Cambridge ®who
was once a Jew, and afterwards a monk' as the chromicler puts it

monogamy--Gershom of Maing (c.960-1028) responsible for the decision that in a
monogamous soclety Jews must praetice monogamy

trade fairs used for Jewish scholar-merchants to meet and discuss eommon problems
otherwise no regional orgamisation, except in Portugad
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T money-lending: It is often said that Christians eould mot practise money lending
'because the Church forbade usury'., This is as ¥rue as to say
that they never cohabited with their neighbors! wives %because
the Chureh forbads adultery?,

Jews were licensed to make loans at rates of profit fixed by the oriace
usury: most loans for periods of weeks or months (often biw sesd buying and
harvest selling); the debtor pd a percentage for each week, e.2Z, a pemny
on a pound; whensver the debtor pd, he owned the principle plus the
number of weeks charges
prince would up the rata when he needed momey
faw Jews became rich--in ro ecuntry did a Jewish commuonity last for amore
that 5 cantury om such = basis; ususlly were ruined w/in 2 generations
after which since they wers no longer useful, exvelled
Christisns wars the hiz nmoney-lenders: lLomhards of U, It., thes Caorsiai
thamx to the rslig seruplss om usury, used g more vemal systems quod interest
they lent only thru Christisn charily asking =0 profit in returs
but it was unreasonable to expect them to imcur s loss, so they coudd
ask for compensation for what they might have had had thay not lent-
a subjective amount oftsn abused by the lender

17 Well might nedieval man ory out in the words of 2 pooular song written at a
moment when Jews had beer supelled: YRemd-nous nos Juifs, =i bomns et
dabonnairect,

81 The bishop quoted the crosaing of the Red Spa 23 = symbol of the sntry into the
Church by baptism. But the Jew was mot coatdinced, for, as he explained, ths
Israelites passed over dry whereass the Edyptians, on whom the water fell, were
all drowned.

96 suck tragedy of smcounter with each of the 2 daughter monotheism erdsd the same
with the crushing of the Jews sconomically, spirituelly, intelleetually,
sesmingly so that thay shounld not have recovsred
The dirty snd dishounoured 'old clo? man' of the remaining ghettoes of Europe
was no worse thsm the despised snd shiftless begpar of the Mellah in Muslim
countries,
but the nature of the smcouwter differed
for Islam remained ereative as lomg az it was tolersnt, and itslef disd when
it became intolerant: drdimary Muslims wers 1itile betier off tham the mioritic
nereas Christianity went on to Aenaissance, Reformation, Tnlightenment
Chrisitianity tolersted Jews only whew it felt itseas securs=-=compuslory ghetto
was & solution
flight to Turkey amd Poland and Southerr shore of Med. & Palestine & America
145l Jews in ceut Eur received a letter fr Isase Zarfati, 2n emigrant fr
Germarmy te Turkey calling for them to come to this rew 1land of fresdom
(1bf3nfaonpipi] eebduned Connbentinonlelsnding, thowbys Bup)a passage
Mendes brepharghresibinicingifarilnsofsburtnvershingedy Soriendde wel€ ehetr
Lisbommashepbedolitd sbbeaityuronin: bty bobevhatedisdeivides of one
DotwadCwasizsyenvetiorbheudrancutisi Asdbyarspanddkhin hoiYendeenandsTodbey
whersorsysthsdsboldudpbanbynsrinengeni InavehpedasatBukesadniazasend
101 married Rapcdnibhbete-tharudeviaedinlotiotoaild the Jawish refugeas
Safed howsver hsceme import community by 16th cent: Jossph Karo (1488-1575) vat togethe
the now stendard systematizimm of Talmud, Shulkhar Aruch; Isaac Iuria
(153L~72) b. in Jerusalem of German descent, made Salsd s ceater of
mysticise-- pilgrimage to tombs of mystics still colorful festival inIsrael
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period of false messiahs, ssp. Shabbetai Zvi (1626-76 j=-chose Islam rather than
death, but followers said this was divime will to show him as Muslim.-
Dommehs, many of whom promiremt among the Youmg Turks

Lvery Polish Jewish eenter prided itself on possessing distinguished scholars, aad

on the aurber of young mern who were studying uader them im its Yeshivak or Academy.

These studies were pursued with no thought of gaim, and led, ind=ed, to no kind

of paid employment, save that rich merchants willingly gave their daughters as

brides to schelars...0One of the mainm activities of the Yeshivoth was to elaborate

by fantastie cauistry argumeats by which the most opoosed opinions could be

shoun to be in agreement with each other. This was called piloul and was

endless in wghwm scope.

Israsl bem Eliemar, Baal Shem Tovd--c.17LO he began to preach that it was mot thru
the inteliect that men would find God, but by seekimg him directly, and by
making their worshio of kim a souree of ecstasy and joy.

Hassidim--his followers; Zaddikism--cdyashies of rabbis regarded as meaimtors
with the divine~-still survive in NY & Israel

Flijas of Vilmaw-led resction to Hassidimim imsisting thot the joy of worship is

irn study of the sacred word--and due to this reactioan Polard came to be
regarded as the center of orthodoxy

money-lending - 2 new trade wk the Jews tock up bscause no ome alse had = claim

Hofjude-- Court Jew to wanage affajrs of atste, dspendent on the Trince with
no separate political baze and no way to establish self and family
Rothachild fortusats to come lube to this game smd 2 of the 5 bro were im
Framee and ngland wkere able to find security based on right, not priviedge

Jews to Dumsnis where c¢reated the trade and ecomomy in the hitherfofore szubsistenas
o o
L



LEON, Abram. THE JEWISH QUESTION: A Marxist Interpretation. Mexico: Ediciones
Pioneras, 1950. (written during the war in Belgium)

Leon as a child to Palestine as a Zionist, returnee disappointed, became
Marxist, and communist

idealist myth that the dispersal of the Jews dates from the fail of Jerusalem
before the Babylonian exile, Jews were merchants in Persia
or that Ezra-Nehemiah led a mass return to Palestine
-- what Ezra 1.4-6 teil us is of a plea to send money to reconstruct
the temple in a centralization reform
a petition to the Pers. Governor from the Jewish trading
community in Elephantine, Egypt-- in Aramaic--for a temple
of their own was turned down
Antiochus and Mithradates seized money going to Jerusalem
and Cicero complains of the same
i.e. pre-Rome: Palestine being a rugged country gave growing pop choice betw
brigandage and emigration & like the Lebanese of today,
the Jews chose emigration
Phoneicia was better positioned for trade, and beat out the Jews
classical Greek civilization was agricultural
trade was in foreign hands: Aristotle & Plato were opposed
to allowing citizenship to merhants
with the growth of the Greek Hegemony and the Persian Empire
.the Phonecians were squeezed out
with Alexander's conquestf there was a break-thragh for trade
in which Jews, alteady in Persia benefited, Greece declined
fome -- Jews propopered and were already charged with the economic chrimes
that merchants are always accused of
when Rome declined it was the lower classes of urban Jews (peddlers,
stevedores, artisans) which suffered, and then others incl peasants
the uprising in Judea in 70 was not isolated from similar revolts
in Greece and North Aftica - not was it merely ggainst Romans
but against the whalthy--Josephus was not the only Jew to side
with the Romans
Christianity began among this depressed population
revolutionary Christianity--of Luke and James-- caught on fast
but could not wiix win because modes of production not ready
for communism -
assoc. with sectarian movements w/én Judaism
not with ordhodoxy
Catholicism wins instead, the gospel of Matthew
consolation for the poor--reinterpretation of the
poor in spirit, rewards in Heaven
Midesel period - Jews become traders btw East and West - the commercial classes
(the prolegariat having beén weeded out once by Christianity)
also performed vital role for feudalism in Europe
had own organizations: kehillah (community), Kahal (community
council), regional meetings such as the Vaad Arba Aratzoth
(Council of FBur Lands which met at the great fair of Lublin)
tremendous assimilation of Jews wheteever not sticking to merbhant role
(warrior tribes of Arabia, Landed proprietors in Germanyjnetclth cent)




20th Century
Eastern Europe
Poland - a land where 7 to 8 million peasants were landless & w/o work
fierce competition to squeeze Jews out ob provide jobs for Poles
Polanizing bussness became a political slogan pursued by
propaganda to outright pograms with the results printed
in the gvt papers ard as new jobs conquered for Foles
central Polandf where peasants had higher standard of living, more
industrys deline of the %Jewish rural sobees from 72% in
1914 to 3L4% in 1935
vs increase of Jewish shops in backward areas like the east
increase by a thiid to 82.6% in 1938
before the 2nd world war, 40% of the Jewish pop had to resort to charity
figures fr Congres Juif Mondial: Volhynia Province--impossible
to open new businesses, 75 boys and 120 girls w/o future;
Sulejow (Province of Lodz) 50% of the children work with
their parents because cannot find other work, 25% completely
idle, 25% trying to learn some trade etc.
craftsmen also like shopkeepers being squeezed out by discriminatory
taxes, Polish 1g exams, boycott
universities also: throwing people out of windows, separate benches
for Jews--%Jewish students deciined fr 2L.5% in 1923-33 to
13.2% in 1933-6
Lithuwania-- also.%Jewish students decline fr 15.7% in 1920 to 815% in 1931
Hungary - % Jewish students declined from 31.7% in 1918 to 10.5% in 1931
Jews had been the intermediary class btw feudal lord and peasant
and petty trade in their hands
Western Europe
immigration from Eastern Europe before the WWI led to gr increase in anti-Semitism;
Lueger in Vienna, Treitschke in Germany, Dreyfus Affair in Paris
due to pressure on the bourgeoisie--fearing Jewish bourgeois-artisan
post WWI even more immigaents in tatters and to&ally impoverished
1929 economic crisis - overcrowding of smali business, artisanry and inteilectual
professions squeezed to intensify this anti-Semitism
racist ideology - Mein Kampf, Hitler states the need to lump ememies in one category
and obscure differences so as to mobilize peopie against them
anti-Semite Hans Glunther (Rassenkunde des JUdischem Volkes, Mumich 1930,
p.191) says the Jews are a racial mixture: Western Asiatic-
Oriental-East Baitic-Eastern-Central Asiatic-Nordic-Hamidic-Negroic
NY study of L4235 Jews found 14.25% of the males & 12.7% fem had Jewish nose
Freach Revolution - peasant riots vs Jewish usury compelled Napoleon to promulgate
exceptional laws vs Asatian Judaism where stiil feudal structure
as vs Bordeaux where Jews completely absorbed into bourgeoisie
also in Poland- formml legality for all citizens not applicable
to Jews for 10 years
19th cent trenendous ftéw from countryside to urban areas
Vienna had several hundred Jews at begin of 139th cent and 176,000 in 20th eent
Russia in 1847 had only 3 Jewish communities of more than 10,000 people;
in 1897 there were 28 of these and 38 in 1926
Germany shows similar demographic changes
i.e. up to 1880 tremendous penetration into artisen capitalist economy
thereafter ruin of artisanry and emmigration of Jews
Jews experience population explosion between i825-1925: total no., Jews mult.5x,
15 times the European rate
social differentiation in the iast cent fr 90% in trade in pre-capitalist era



by end of 18th cent, 3 the Jews of Berlin had converted to Christianity in 20yrs
around the turn of the century the ratio of mixed marriaged btw J & nond to purely J m
ran btw 40% in Berlin to 49% in Hambut, 61% in Trieste, and 80% in Copenhagen

Russian census of 1818 listed the social composition of E. Jewry as

businessmen artisans farmers
Ukrane 86.5% 12.1% 1.4%
Lithuania & white Russia 86.6 ©0.3 2.6
Together 86.5 11.6 1.9

assimilation of Jewsin Surinam: in 1730 Jews possessed 115 plantations of 3k
by 19th cent most had assimilated
also in Brazil most of the sugar planatations were Jewish in 17thcent

correlation btw growth of Jewish mysticism and worsening of their economic situation
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