II1I. Equipment Zrbestricted allowance: $100
Sony TC=-100 tape-recorder - $39. CATEGORY CLOSED

IV. Supolies ¥ allowance: $500 7
A, Films-tapes-batteries
cassettes, aux, jack $l1,4L8
battery pack & transformer 35,00
photo development (L receipts)18.65

B. Medical
Polanil Tablets (alergy) 10.80
Turkey supplies (tetra cycline
ete. ) 9.00
Iran gargyle i
C. Books--postage--clerieal
books 11.00
tracing paper, etc. (2 rec.) 6.70
maps (3 receipts) 2h.25
D. Automotibe
tires and tubes (L) 133.00
gasket head 1.75
chains 21.25

V. Other /[allowance: $1398 7
4., Shipping
excess baggage: Balt-Lond. 63,52
Paris-Istam. 21,20

BOAC Air Freight 83
parcel, customs 3

B, Per Diem
museum receipts (2L) 1.60

British Institute Hostel 273.00
(L/9/69- 8/1/70)

Hotels: London (3 receipts) 10.LL
Paris (1 receipt) 12.00
Ankara 9.80

Rgstaurants
Afghanistan (3 receiptéh.00

C., Carnet de passage

AA membership 8.52
carnet fee 3.00
indemnity (Royal Insurance) 100,90
insurance (St. Paul) 117.00

Turkish customs storage
& broker 250.00



GAS EXPENDITURES BY MILEAGE AND BY LITRE

TURKEY: Istambul to Iran

13696  Taksim, Istambul 60+ 98,00 TL 19811 Charikar 58 348
13703  Istambul ¥ Khinjan 16 100
13843 Kesan 32,8 19.55 Mazar-i Sharif 58 348
13932 Canakkale 39.3 58,50 20166 Sherbegan L1 216
14112  Bergama 35 2 L5 20319 Maimana 52 312
14247  Seleuk 30,7 L6.95 Qala-i-Nau 89 52L
14396 35 52,50 Herat 79,5 L8O
114550 38.5 52.%8 Torbat-i-Jam 36 216
1469l  Budar 33.9 37.60 20940 Rashang 75 1150
14851  Antalya 36.9 55 21021 Bandjand 25 150
11,986 34.0 38.10 21145 Tost 36 216
15136 Konya 38.9 Lk.50 21211 Gorgan 20 180
15285  Ankara 39.9 Lh.55 21342 amol 36 216
15387  Ankara 28.50 };3.50 21497 Teheran 7h Ll
15547 39.0 60 21639 3k 20L
15670 31.1 Lh6.40 21865 Ghazvin 3k 20
15806 36 50 L1 246
15957 38.1 hh,20 21998 Teheran 40 240
16114  Ergerum 39.5 L7.50 22098 Ghazvin 3L 20l
16267 (+0il) Lo  58.50 Teheran L5 270
TOPALS: 2571 miles 707.1 litres 939,10TL = $78.25
TRAN

12%3‘12 Hasee 2 ljﬁg ¢ TOTALS miles litres rs/$
16700 L7 288 5ee0 1719 |06SS R
16819 33 204 FlHz
17022  Teheran L8 288

Teheran 35.3 285 GRAND TOTALS
1764l  Teheran LS 270 3T 24260, Y220,25

(0il- 1gal spare) 240

17739 33 200 ‘
17857  Damgan 36 216 1 ‘S“’”“"‘g AL
17903  Sharud 18 108
17986 27 162
18061 Sabzivar 2l 144
18131  Nishapur 22 132
18267 Torbatwi~Jam 39 235
18400 Herat h3 258 Afs
18522  Fahrud 30 180
18671  Qerishk 20 140
1888 Qalata 26 155

Ghazni 36 216
19114  KaBul 32,2 193
19188  Kabul 23 143
19290 Jalalabad 2k 1hb
19386 Chakaserai 26 158
19443  Jalalabad 16 100
19546  Kabul 29 170

19689  Bamyan b2 152






29 Octcber 1971
Box 62 - Yazd

Dear Kathy--

Hiya! How are things? Xeeping receipts does not seem to be one
of my strong suits, but have some edds and ends:

POSTAGE: mailing notes home (7 receipts): 19 Sept 71 256 rials
28 Sept T1 270 rials
7 October T1 215
28 August 71 175
28 August T 120
receipt # 1404 409
# 1403 409
Y85
16 J&%O 718
#1 390
telegraphs & telephone (7 receipts): 37 rials
25 riasls
3 to Kirman 2l rials
2 to US 59k
1726
1 to Teheran iy
1 4o India 791
book post receipt # 151373 20 rials
151379 21
151148 20
151149 22
13578 & 13579 5
2063 25
61 21
62 20
89 21
90 15
AN 23
92 2l
93 21
ol 27
88 19
362
parcel post (3 receipts) #1300 25} rials
6185 33k
1650 34 e #‘7
T A0
SHIPPING: Excess Baggage (Bombay-Teheran; Air France) é3h.30

Unsocompanied Baggage (Bombay-Tehersn; Air France NF5L.50 = ¢, 13 dollar



-l

Photography: Agfa slides

Books:

Medical

Gifts to Informants:

Agfa slides
Max Photo

Max Photo
Szeed & Dsulsl

Tyotl
Prhoto Vehe

Akasi Sayeh
Akasi Sayeh

Chetanas Iitd
Manneys
A to Z

Internationel Book Houss

New Book Company

Taraporevala
International Bock Service
Universal Book thop
Everyday Book Shop

Oxford

Ten Muslims Meet Christ
Grenich

Fharazmie
Otto Harrassowitz

Gushtasp Tea Bepot

135 risls
78 rials

248
120
805
305
240

66

L3

20
750
250
325
118

3¢y = ¥qe

16 risls

1600
800
840
hoo
168
450
200
320
200
sho
250
625

5

375
230

550
100
1165
200

$u( = B3R

3 recording tapes (no receipt) $12

1 goat (no receipt)
% goat (no receipt)

International Travel (to India)
(did I send you the Kuwait Alr ticket: Bombay-
Bombay-Teheran (Air France)

= ‘SRO

mi1

{

30
32

R

DM
* Py



B

Internal Travel: bus: Iran Peyma

buss

Gas Expenditures by Mileage and Iitre

2232)
221,87
226h6
22760
22822
23117
23209

23375
23445
23h7h
2359
23792
2385}
239hh
2hoht
24167
24252
21352
2hh72

2h718
211916
25.0 L
25117
25298
25390

251,88
25595

25678

Teheran
Tehersn

Isphahen
Isphahan
Yazd
Yazd

oll
Rafsinjan
Kirman

Bam
Zaherdan
Mirjaveh
Norkundi.
Dalbandin
Nusky
Cuetta

Dalbandin
Mirjaveh

Bam

Rafsinjan
Yazd
Yazd
Yazd
Yazd
Yazd

Yazd

Iran Peyma
Iran Peyma
Auto Hamedan
TBY
Mihan Tour
Mihan Tour
#lan Tour
Auto Taj
Auto Taj
Iran Air 1741317
1626101
Auto Taj
Auto Taj
Mihsn Tour
Mihan Tour
Auto Taj
Iran Peyma
Isvantour
Levantour
Auto Taj
73 1.
43 258
Iy 26l
3L 20l
2t.5 130
33 198
39 235
18
hls 26l
23 138
9 56
L6 276
90 540
20 127
9 gal.360
8 320
9.2 370
6 2h0
6 2ho
7 280
20 1. 127
90 sL0
71 ko6
L8 288
37 222
il 26l
20 120
16 96
31 189
k5.5 277
oll 20
Lo 2ko0
oil change 120
T 883

h36 rials

520 rials
130
300
80
250
120
120
120
100
310
750
1800
220
110
L60
100
180
110
100
170
180
“BBLO - ¥isq
25931 Yazd ks 270
26109 Yazd 30 180
26198 Yazd 70 438 & oil
Yazd b 270
26650 Yazd 30 180
26799 Yazd 22,5
& oil 155
27201 Yazd 30 &
el 200
27360 Lo 240
2753 Shiraz 47 288
27738 Marv Dasht 75 LS50
27963 Shah Rema U0 240
Isphahan 29027 15 90
28173 ks 270
28337 Teheran 46 276
28489 Chalus ks 270
Bandar Pshlavi 33 198
28629 & oll 36
Ardebil 28775 ho 240
29913 Tabrig 39.52,0
29063 Macou Lo 240
Turkey: 29220 LO 50 T,
29356 39 Lo
29485 37 I
29630 38,6 L4h.00
29752 41,3 17,50
29883 k7.1 5L.65
29976 36.5 L41.50
30125 L43.9 50
30270 L1 45,50
30438 L43.8 50
30588 Lh3.2 $0



A=

30725  LO.5 L8,50
30868  L1.6 L7.90

31017  L43.3 55.00
765.55

Turk Totals TL
Lo/L/18
31185 Shapur o 240 L9/L/15
31319 Tsbriz 30 180 L9/5/9
31497 Zanjan 75 450 Lho/M /1
Cazvin 31605 10 210 Lo/ /1
31792 Teheran 60 360
31925 Babel 38.1 228
32079 Gorgon o 240
32200 Amol 38 230
32519 Teheran 4o 2o
32661 10 210
Yazd 30 180
Ardekan 30 180
33360 Yazd Lo 240
33496 Yazd 90 535
33791 Yazd 30 200 & oil
33932 Yazd 30 180
34042 Yazd 30 180
Yazd Lo 210
Yazd 30 180
Yazd 30 180
34L73 Ardekan 10 2ho
Kashan 5o 240
34858 Teherzn 30 180
34970 Teheran %0 300
35123 Teheran 4o 2)0
Isphahan 30 186
Ardekan Lo 21,0
39595 Yazd 70 420
antifreezy 400
38661 Yazd 20 120
35798 Yazd & oil 30 198
36331 Yazd 48 288
36L38 Yazd L1 246
36711 Yasd Lo 240
36909 Yazd 30 180
37198 Yazd 30 180
—Bh
§287 = 211489 rials
765% TL = 65
3352

AUTO Repairs and Servieing
19/10/22 headlight & radiator 250 rials
11 Jan 71 fender dent ('gift to 500

informantsit)
? points 350
#290k service 80
19/5/13  #i1 seals & servies 1555
ho/1N2 200
? coil, fuse etc. 420

100 rials
valve job 2730
part 60
service 390
plugs, filter L17
7053 = $oh



-5-
Stationary - (2 receipts) Bg vials
3

Sony Taperecorder repair 300 rials

Hotels: American Institute 11 Nov, 70 - 1700 rials
9 Aug. TO - 3670

Asia Institute 870

Bam Inn

Ban Inn 165

Polaris Hotel 150
0510 = 88

Translation servieces: LT700 rials

Again to recap in approx. tabular form:
I/ Personnel /allowance: $1000

items accounted 7 Jan 1970 - $ 116
items accounted 3 Tir 1349 _—
sranslation (4bedi) - éL

(no receipts: translation:Bassam= 13
transl, & Assistances
Farokhpel 80

II. Travel. fallowance: $196h

items zcetd 7 Jan 1970 = § 792.1%
items scctd 3 Tir 1349

auto repairs 2.50

travel hh,00
2ir fares: Teheran-Bembay-Teheran 352.20
internal public transport 89,00
gas & oil 22324 to 37198 352
auto repairs & servicing ol

1"1%5.35

III. Equirment /eategory closed 7 Jan 70)
IV. Supplies fallowance: $500C [/

items acctd 7 Jsa TO = $313.,28
items acctd 3 Tir L9
photographic 37.50
madical 16
books 18
PTT g
stationary 4.50
medical 12
books 155
pvhotographic 48
£11m as yet not accounted -
postage

96
$ 13150



i -
V. Other /allowance: 1398 /

acctd 7 Jan 70 963,98
acctd 3 Tir 49
hotels 38
shipping 2.50
new carnet 61
2nd insursnce of Rover 117
giftts to informants Lo
hotels 88
shipping ; hﬁ
tape recorder repsir )
T36T.48

Say hello for me to sverycne, asp, Mr. Smith.
Thanks,
mike fischer
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Yasd, 27 Mordads 18 Aug 70

Dennd.Se—
Thanles for the "complimemtary” missive: it's whai was required for

me to sit down and tackle a momth's baclkleg of mail due to my pericdis trip out
of the country (to Turkey this time since onge can come in a different chesk
point as exite...) on accomt of Pedarsushte Harabsadeh (trenslates appomx, to
S,0.B, Sen of Brokenass) the loveable UC L/R. I finally went by way of Shiras
(whieh 2 you will note on your handy Sth grade map is south of here vhereas
mum)Mmmgﬁt@mw,WUum
up&ﬁl—-ﬂnmmmmlmzmmmﬂdmwnam
about finding a serated dise impressien in the gable of Cyrus? Tomb wnnoticed fe
thousands of yoowrs as indeed it stiil was for the first 10 minutes after he thie
to peintit out to me-—meaning,of course,uniwown which is 2 minor point), Nakshe
Rustam (the really imprassive tombs of Xerxes and gang), and Firusabad (currentl;
famous as the capital of the (ashqed tribes, but also a Sassanian palace site).
Finally got around to looldng up Bruce in Shiras, who is linked up with a grewp
of medies and has beccme their field director and so is in the emviable pesition
of being able to collect = vast amount of demographie-kinship statistiess 23% of
700 marrdages are 1st cowsin, 1st cousinetnce-remove, or 2nd cousin marriages (1
Hets got two short papers in the works, and is contemplating deing another on
divination systems, He complains that he's gobt pessibilities for a lot of papexr
but nething for 2 full seale thesis, but I think he's ACE (furthermore, why eant
a series of papers = thesis?l), Iois, I havent seen since she aciually got int
the field, but the rumors are all gleowings she fell into a family who happened
%0 have = son who mew her from when she was ab Pablavi U, and so is in solddj
also, someone saw her in Isphahan and said she looked "positively radiant and
more relaxed than ever before witnessed" (she left ripples in Teheman.) I alse
todk ths ocession of Pedarsuchbe Harabgadeh Festival Time to see a bit of the
Caspian eoash, and we went to a periedie Turlomen merkebt, T was zoing to do the
other major leg of archeclogical momments on my way back from Turkey, but was 8
disgusted with the car business, said the hell with it.

Se hare T am baeck in the sizzling desert, Mory Boyce sent out har enly
student for a couple of weeks who 4in 5 days found out more ritual goodies tham 1
will in years and who is to return next year for 6 menths, Ah well, Dud waib:
at last a beacom in the distant horizofe=-I finally landed a house in a Zowo,
commnity tho I cant move in for ancther month, It¥s not a had set up: a house
to mysolf with an almest joint entranee to a friend and informant next door, and
aeross the alley, his in-laws: kind of like becoming a son of an extended family

Moomihile I've been asked to do an artiele for a new Rritish Journal
calied RELIGION which is hilaricus considering the 1l data I've gots At the
mement, I%m doing a brief eensus survey in a factory: does 50 out of 700 make
mach sense?--nodal peint: the -only person I couldnd understand was the only Zere
in the sample so far! I envy the exotieness of Ceylen: my comcbaek to your
Shaivite festivals is that tomerrow is the 28 Mordade~the day of the royalist
restbration,

hat Wnd of peperwork have you frainsd your assigbantes lodo?77?

On your twe Lvip plens: am interested in botil. {1) The Tndie thingeas
late as possible next swmer {(maybe even Fall if you can squeess it). (2) Nepal
is more problemetie thanks Yo Pedar Hovabzadeh: itm working on @ nosaiblity of
gebting perndsslon t¢ koop the ear in the cowntry for a year (I11l believe 1%
then T see 4t)e I that vorks, T dont know if leaving will jsovardize things
sgain, zné I Just eant afford to tolke a mouth off ea three momihs to take it ouf
of the couniry. the deal doesnt work, I may just dump the car and would the:
be free. Keep it in mind: I should kmew more in aboul 2 moutilse

Alse got a letter from Maney F. in NYG bubbling with enthusiash {or her
new job and the paper she giving at the meetings, tho irked at the dissertation
vevisions, Dubetsky I gob a letter from just before leaving for Turkey inviwl
me to I,, but givén all the troubles I never made it and havent answered ye
kis sit, seems %o be fairly good despite harmssments: he went cul to seme place
on the plsteau and was told he eouldnt stay in a village, but he managed to do
same sorbt of factory interviewing., Yes, what ever did happen to liowie
Gh Naney said David Schneider had 2 wild heart attack--hets OK but the faculty
211 wmNing arownd 1dks their about readv to dron dead. '

i

4

i



Yazd: sunstroke dry
28 Mordad 1349 (A1l hadl the day of
the Batmn of the (Mlerious Fing)--18 Awg

Deay Jon & Closice-—

Jon, luve-grad. skull, is obv, not doing your style any gocdl 3Bot then
with reason: from hHog to shining bog, phthieu gan you see, Wash, burshing
mid-ere, , Homsomesoever, what with the Tories planing to put the Bapire hask
on “ingavore, the Ceylonese trying to prove how red they are by selling off
Israel, and the Scuth ifricans eruseding for free trade, nc vonder the cosmenau
were having aye trouble, That meaneth additional 1ittle Zinver: sreab duiey
ppking, how meny he there? R

As Bo Lhe mor2 mundsne ovents of the froe world, your tedn sounds great.
Dub a® to assignatlons, gatier romd falr young maidens and 1ist while I sing
of permit procuremsnts and other such trogie things... Having after the 9 mo.
sestatation {a¢ I believe I urcte) procured a researeh perdt and theresfier
2 residence nermibt, I then needed an exit pormit 3¢ as o renev ny car permi
which can only be dome by poing in and cut: on exisusting cxercise the leash
say and having been spent producing only vet ancther tamorary raprieve, inas-
much as having a earnet for the cor while having a residence normit is teohniea
not permitted because pecple with residence pamits must pay import duties,
the proof of whieh must be sutmdtied to get an exit permit, of overpowering
proportions to be permitied tec have a car permit permit perrit permit permdt pe
e+o/A5 yOu can see my neurogyro is precipitating hallucinations of prosscutien
before the U.C. s@leet star chamber for having lost one Iondrover to the
Imperial bogaeracy of the Shahsnshah Aryamehr, may his struetursl hicravchies
find binary oppositions, In any event (of a random mmber not selected by a
computerized mmber series), afier many machinations (net to mention mechine
breakdowns-~throwing a coil, (K that®s one thing, but breaking the cap eldp of
a spark plug while going over a mowntain pass in a hafl-snou-zleet story dm
the middle of July!) I am délivered back vnto the desert wilds, You will by
now, I fear, have gathered the heavy import, which as Colerddge, blass his
marinabings, would say are hung zbout my neck, And so, slas, until a nether yea

As to King Hen, Imp Ix, is he out on parcle yet? And what manner of Vedn
does Sheldon traub? (I assume the condition heing dwmmkeness merely, you tuadn
managed to peek under the 1id,)

The trip vhich toock me from my beloved home for just over a2 month was
to Turkey this time, and I fin2liy went by way of Shiram, city of song and
postry--Hafes, saadi et al.--, (vhich as you will note on your handy Sth grade
atlas is south of here whereas Turkey is north) and so managed to see Pe
described by a Orientalist not quoted on the towrist leaflets as "the produst o
the caprice of an all.poweriul dilettante indulging in his taste for the
grandiose" (the same m-n vho lameted that---nd this £ millenia after the evend-
that Alexander had not done a good enough job: Wil th all the prejudices and
ignorance, the contempt of (Greece for Persia, born to slavery, has been one o
the most powerful sources of the progress of humanity”--put that in your ephmm
pipe and smoke it!), Parsagadas (the first Achasmenian capital, vhere I ran
into its current archeclogist who was exuliing over the vague inpresasion of &
serated dise in the gable of (yrus?! tamb whieh as he noted had vemszined unbticed
for rillenia til he discovered it last spring--it remained wmeticed to our §
eyes for yet another 10 mimutes while mnder his peinténg Singer, but in a time
geale like that, vhat is 10 mimites?), Nakshe Rustam (the really impressive
tombes of Yerxes and gang dug inbo the side of 2 momtbain),ond Firuzabad {a
Sassanian palace). I alse took the occasion of Pedar Suchte Horabzadeh Festiwal
time (Pedarsuchte Horabzmadeh 43 the sometime love-name for ny IfR translating
approx. S,0.B, Son of Brokensss) to see 2 hig of the Caspian coast: there is &
section of it in Which the housing is 211 thatched rooved and set in rice fields
like a cross (excuse the religious symbolism) between Shakespearean Buyma, I
fear however that Noam Chomsly would have his machine retort: between '
tvo ohgjdehe Inpenfhviichbngyonobibehanpadieotivalshudifieadito ofinhewnihers
realityes thalt may bring in the way of research not yet begun,.,



_ Box 82, Yazd, Iram, ! Sept 70

Jazasaskmnuubbb! 11 _ ' ; _

TR T 1% s dbout time you wretel Heré Ifve bBeem sitting with your last lotter
from I~stan waiting for you %o send me an addrsss (you betelias I lost your
previous one with the ads--never fear not lost only temporarily misplaced amis
the chaos of letters, news elippings, roaches (the coek kind), scorpions (M1
a bagk 2" one yesterday) etc. in a dubty sandug. I would have gotten it from
Se vho told me of your distress--which yom do not mention! (what's Andre going
do?=-s0rry, have ancther bBotfles of Clenfiidaieh in ty héhor--anywiy there am
precadents: Highland Burma, and did you hear sbout a1l of“Srinfwas® notoes
up in flames in C21if?) when I was in T. 3ast but $hot T #6111 had sane.o )

To 16t you in on the exeiiing adventures of Busti Rass in the landof Bog
having, as you imow, after a mine montih gestaticn precured a reseaveh pemmis &
thereafiera residence permit, I then needed an exil permit so as to put, the 1
on d new carnet permity all of which as you are aware is iechuically havem ins
migh as people with residence permits eant have cars without import paymb proc
of vhieh is theoredically requived te wet the exit permit nseded for the permd
pexmit, permit permite..as you can 368 my neurogyro tends to preecipitave,
hallueinations of prosecution before the U of GChicage select star chamber for
having lost one lendrover to the Imperial Bogacragy of Lhe o. Aryamehw, may hi
strustural hierarchiec find binaky oppogitions. (Dont.object that m& oh
charmed han of cultured Frenehs: the Beeks tried and failed--tho admit th
had the help of the US Fmbassy--and I need not point out the case of Khaligi w
ruling you will be pleased to hear has finally been reversed, tho I'm still
stuck with Hejasl and gang who are aftmind of their ewn shadows) In any event
of a random number not selected by a computerised series), after many machimat
not %o mention machine indispesitions (throwing a coil, OF that's one thing,
but brealdng the cap clip of a spark plug while going over & mountain pass in
hail-sleet storm in mid-July??7?) I am delivered back umto the desert wilds (a
neat under the steering wheel pormo at the border effecting the final penetrat
whieh alas, for comic it was, is better to relate a nether year...,) In T-town
cne Hemdarl at Cumruk promised tc extend the carnet for a year but alas my lad
again it was, but do come back for that in 2 months or 3 or l--we shall scg
howdver I shant let it bother...

The frip which $ock me from my beloved home for just evei®a month was, to
Turkey and T finally weni by way o Shirasy-city ef songrand poetry, vhich s
you will note o your handy 2nd Form atles is.south of hers Théwveas Turkpy is
north, and 3o managed g see Pewsepolis, dogeribed by-an orichtaldist not duote
on the tourist leaflets as "the product of the esprice of an’alfepowerfuf
dilettante Indulging In his taste for the grandiose"sctsk tsikcuc(the samé mam w
lemented” that—sand this 2 millenda after the eventswthat /lgxander had not ‘do
2 good encugh Jobs Wi all “the prajmdices and ignetanpey €is eentémpt of GRe
for Po¥sia,borm to slavery, has been ons of 4he most poveriyl sourdes of thy
progress of imanity™); Pargegadae, whers,J woniinto Stronach edulting over'th
Wagve Lrpression of 2 serated dise in the galle of (et tenb +hidh a2s he Hot
had rempined wmnoticed fer millenia mtil he diseovored it, as it continved to
for vot snother 10 mimutes under his deterndned nointine fincar ‘but in a time
seale 1ike that whot i~ 10 mimetes). T slse 2eock the eceasion of Tedarsuehie
Borabzadeh (the sometime leve-rame of my I/2) estival Time 4o cee a bil of
the Jasplan coast: therels a megnificenl sectirm hatwomn Tondar Pahlavi and
sutaprs with all thatched roovad honsing set in riee £1934s 19ke a ecress (reld
ibelism aside) of ‘hakagnesraon Twrme (Qet Woom Chomskr =tuff that in groma

& L
fornality genersthor! .

30 here I am back in the sizziing desert. Ilary Soyce sent out her only
student for a couple of weeks whe in § days found out more ritwal goodies than
T shatl in vesrs and who 18 to return noxt yosr for & monthse Ah well, Bd
waits at last 2 beacon in the gistont horizon~-i finaily londed a Liouse in a
Zoreo eonpntity tho T crab wove in +Rl next month. .@oghile things move fanat
cally slowlys L%m really not agressive enough {or ome tuing. And worl: in awy
cage 48 slwavs aPfwandeaen (halla rawnhe nasurntdsdom Hd wms 2owd\ Tha Pined



As from: Flat 6, 160 Gloucester Road, London S.W.7., England.
Tuscany, 19 august 1970

My dear von Rasklotz,

Fresh strawberry Jjam and toast with creamy butter and Italian coffee,
followed by a visit to the Central Market of Florence where we bought pig's
trotters, quails, brandy, Parmesan cheese, another Gorgonzola-like specimen with
brown - instead of green - veins, tender small green beans, rasberries, rye
bread, parsley, ximm thyme, bay leaves, a large piece of smoked bacon to go with
dried white beens stewed in white wine, peaches, blue grapes... And so it goes
on from dawn to duskx in one long Five-dollars—a-day orgy rolling on the opulent
carpet of Wenner-Gren, Horniman, SSRC, The Canada Council, the Province of
Québec, the School of Oriental and African whatnots. as I have always said,
social anthropology is for the birds, So we do an average of a couple of hours
per day of the stuff and spend the rest of the time drinking (J & B whiskey,
Pernod and the excellent wineflp of the local Abbot who rented us one of his
disused priories which on an eqﬁinencémg;:;§?he whole length and breadth
of the Arno valley in the environs of Florence) and looking out of the window
(one of the mo-t beautiful views I have ever possessed) when we are not indulging
in bedroom extravagances.

I felt myself at an intellectual all-time low during the last five
months I spent in Persia. But I thought that the war. blood of intelligence
would gently seep back into my mental veins tie nearer I got to the intellectual
heartlands where culture grows on every church tower and history is a way of life.
However, to put it vulgarly, not on your nelly! I am %statagghﬁed as before
and only too happy to teke refuge in the material solace Ta ﬁuscany presents
the weary traveller in every direction in which he may care to seek it. I am
rereading my notes (all one million plus words of them); but although I find
them rather less inept (after my fifth month in the field) than I suspected,
my chief problem is to know what to do with them. I feel as if I had ~te
an enormous white elephant all the way frow Luristan to Europe: the ﬁ%%%iég-is
how to dispose of it, neatly,elegantly, in the most unobtrusive packages possible
so that none of the potential buyers are aware of what they have acquired until
they get home with it and it is already too late to take it back to the shop
to change it.

It is a commonplace of field-training seminars that when one returns
one is obliged to make almost as a great an effort mto readapt to one's own
society as one did to make life with the Savages just about bearable. The
return syndrome is proving true to its almost legendary form. I don't reject
Europe, but I find it very difficult to communicate with people who a1l seem to
know much more than I do about everything and quote what they read ten years
ago with apparently unerring accuracy and total confidence in their ability to
express what they want to say. I have difficulty even in reading; my capacity
for absorption is that of a first year undergraduate. I can see hard times
to come -~ especially when I get back to London, where it will be essential to
show oneself more than averagely able, for LSK has fi.ally sunk to the rock
bottom (Fox, Firth and Fredfian have all left) and is now full, on the teaching

ﬁu&ié/side,[of 'averagely able' fairly articulate 'young'men of about my own age. I
have no desire to be the Sisley or “harles Lamb of social anthropology - for
me (said he bgaring his hairy chest) it's Picasso or Flaubert or Stendhal or
nothing. But the more I tinker reflectively with my notes the more I am forced
to admit that the 'all-time-greats' did a hell of a lot more hard work day in and
day out than I do or am even prepared to do. The question is: how does one
reconcile eminence and leisure?

Please write - not necessarily about Zarathoustra. We are eagerly

awaiting your arrival in 1971 in tngland or Tuscany where we hope you will
undertake a prolonged stay. :
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i Apel Ao

Dennis~-

My FLOP (Fieldwork Level of Performance--you'll go far, my boy!) has been a
steady 2zero for a week and it's been great, but I'11l have to come dowm from the
Jamaican clouds of reverie and face Iranian reality. I had to leave the heartland
to renew my visa again just before your letter arrived, and on the Pak, Pilgrimage
managed to contact the Zorog of Kirman, Zahedan, Quetta and Karachi, T took a
really unique set of pictures of their religious facilities and then lost the
camera (a Mahinex Practica--East German copy of a Pentex more or less) in Karachi witl
the film in ittt I tried to drown my sorrow by taking the week off and writing a
paper for Smith--who by the way writes that Don Robotham has got his MA and is off
to Ghana, and Lee Drummond had some flak about getting permission to work in Guyana--
the immigration neanderthal took one lock at his one year visa and told him he could
stay 3 days--but after some frantics including being grilled by the security police
"they (amazingly in my opinion) gave him permission to virtually go where he likes
and do as he likes--short of formenting a rebellion--I supwose'. TI!'ve been doing
one other thing: playing tennis every 6:30 am with one of the local PCVs and with the
dog of the Zoro-donated hosp. I am now back up to that FLOP (Finesse Level of Play)
at which I only have to work on my service, backhand, and forehand to get the ball
over the net: it's hard to believe how badly my game has deteriorated.

I send you my FQR (Furtive Quirk Report) a) because you're the son
likely to give me any feedbagk, and b) if Mur ever shows up...Itve noogliieg:rohamsl.
All the juley parts of course are ommitted: no more info cn penis envy by Muslim
doetors, nor any epportunity to investigate ¢lit¥ Te research situation is still
this weird business of living with the Americans and having all these Persians
pretending to be insulted if I dontt come and visitevery day and teach them English.
My best contacts se far are the Postmaster (a Muslim outsider to Yazd who wants me
to teach his son English which is (K except that while the Kid is intelligent he
Imows zap about Islam, Yazd, Iran, his gensalogy ete.), the doc from the Zoro hasp
whose tennis game is sbeminable but who's a really nice bloke (he's also Muslim, hut
of a rich Yazdl family), the head of a Boro H.S, and an assistant priest (both Zero
and dive in a surburb sestion that used to be a village). An old man who is supposad
te be a good informant is the MB of a good Tehrani friend--hefs the one whode
unready to talk about the murder because he thinks I'm not a scholar (if I were a
seholar I wouldnt want 10 go around talking to everycne, but would enly talk to
hig and the other respected family heads); alsc obviously I'm not a scholar because
I don't know Persian (falr emeough}, because see I should have taken Persian in
high sehool instead of Fremsh and German! My relations with the de facto head guy
of the oeal zore organiz are also not superb--a problem of cammmieation among
other {things, And I dont do too well with the head of the local gendarmerie tho he
speaks English, There are some more people willing to talk if only I could...so
manyana ‘I learn Persian!!iictually manyana or the next day (there's always scmething)
I'11 go up to Teheran to pick up scme money, to buy a camera, maybe investigate scme
more about the possibility of a permit, ’

#A fem, PCV thinks incidence negative here but have asked her to check,
Purdah here generally fits your deseription there, exeept among Zoros where there
iz no segregation of women in any cbvious sense: they do ssparate in seating ete.
but mubile daughters introduced and any womsn who has anything to sentribute to
conversation does se. But this is all very hazy first impressions. Scmething elss—-
the raven-haired Persian beauty has a short period of bloom; they just domtt keep
well-—diet maybe--heavy rice-starch complement--but are some comments on Zoro women
linking it to inbreeding (this from Ghrisiien missionaries; but myself dontt deteet
differences between religious groups). You say you simply see no Muslim women...demt
they go out shopping or anmything? or 1.e. 15 there a veil? Here they all go about
covered up in tents (chadors).

Heope Steve i3 settling down and beginning to oy himself, Write back and
tell maego quit fucking around and learn the 1angmagg§-§o it soons my guilt complex

needs bolstering. Desperation Mike
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2 June 197C
Bz 82 Yazd, Iran

Dear Ir, Smith:

Cuess vhat: after the normal human gestation peried the Tmp Gvt
of Ir has issued me a research permit! It?s very impressive: 22 lines
long wnder the letter head of probably the most junier ministry they
could find, Se now the scramble is on to see if I ean get a residence
permit before my tourist visa re-expires again, and if s new eamet de
passage will arrive in time before the old omne expires.

7id you receive the "Wsligion--ibligion™ paper? I ask because it
went supposedly APC but through 2 man I dontt entirely trust (the new
US seience attache here). Included in the package were a "first quarter
report”" and a letter,

WWSMIMVGMGD&BMM&J»WW@ on as a possible
opposite for rcligion: they're convinced it's an impossible bastardization
af Iatin prefixes, I still find the idea of a polar for religien
aesthetie, aye-catching, and useful; and se suggest line 3 page 1 be
changed to read ¥,,,the fractured but apt neclogish®; and then rewrite
the footrmte 1:

"The etymology of religien is not absolutely clear, The usual derivation
used by A. France in his historical romance le Procurateur de Judee is from

latin re- "again® + "to bind®, The stam word has less papilarly also
been derived from ua "to pay heed to" assuming an I,E, root
"to be concermed”, "diligent”, Cicero in e
ﬁ“m (IInvi:l??) suggeats rel "o go through
or thought", whence then 2lso 3 but both he

alsevhere and other Latin suthors (Servims, Lactantius, Augustine) seems
to agree on the derivation from assuming a root lig- "to bind",
whence then also lictor, lex, an s and henee mﬁmm
the same as o, TR e same ¢ita

"ore pro e atheprafﬂxab—aaanoppuitedrs—. Standard

oppesites are ad- and abe; cum or con and dis or di-. Ba-mmal]ydoesmt
hmmqaposlﬁ'bein‘é‘—;%uﬁ—naﬂim'm ther than a
(u'diauncﬁw) one, "$o tie again", however, is close t.oa.ptrbative

(or align), "tying to®, formrpu:po&es,tomw, with orthoden
mem on, ab on as a handy tag for a scciological phenomencn. The theologica
(theological ) on that religion has fundamentally to do with a2 man-
deity relion rather than 2 social relition is precisely part of the
inquiry and cannot be taken as given agb initio.”

Or in fact since that seeme a bit long now for a fooinote, ths
first parageaph could be it to: "The etymology of treligion? is not
absolutely clear. The usual derivetion, however, and that apparenily
madwa.f‘zmmhishiatmimlmmmIeMdeom
4s from Iatin ro- Bomior "again® + "o bina, 1ess
derivations of the stem are from the g_{"topayheedto“
and Cicero's aberent gestion mf from relegere, "to go through again
in veading or thought" (cf, Tontin oo Tt tions), liore problematic
is the wefh ;..i.)."l.o.

Things are slowly begimning 4o look up a little over here.



Ber 82 Yazd
27 Yay 1970

Dear axrv-.-

So how are things, Rev? Are you coming ont this way next year or
i1s the golng still protracted?

I ran into an old friend of yours from Chicage high school days by
the name of Poter Forester. Ho's currently doing 2 streieh in the
Pease Carps (locally known as the Guru Sol--sorme gurus!) as an architect
in the next town sast of here--Kirman,

The gestation period for asses was not something we learned in bie.anth,
but after 6 months the Imp Gvd here Iinally delivered me a permit to de
dosearchs all of 2% lines long on the letter head ¢f a junior junior ministy
But Itve acoed v by managing to wransle a vhotostat of the letter to
the Interior lMinistry (read seerct police) on Foreign Affatrs Ministry
letter head which is a goed deal more impressive., Am now applying for
a residence permit, a race against time to sec if it comes thru before w
ist year tourist visa expires, leanvhile after a trip to Afghanistan
and a brief onc to EKarachi and some unuseful woméhs in Toheran Itve
more or less settled down here in Yazd, tho my location and interstitial
status are not entirely satisfactory, ne problem is I%: not sure yet
what really to concentrate one I'm being squeezed on two sides--on the
religion side, Prof. Mary Boyee (U Londen) sags I'm obviously more competent
in economie things and should stick to that (shets writing a book on the
Zoros of Yazd-—-something I did not !mow before I started)s on the economi
side, Paul Inplish sent out a geographer from Texas to do a central place
study. The Zoros for their nart are both pleased to have me around and
susplcious as nell, Une old man who could be a lot of help says he'!}
not interestcd in the past or in swoerstition: what we nced are roads not
rersepcoiis; pilgvimage suobs are nobd important for nes the philosophical
voint is simuly to oray te Godl An ex-idritish army soldier who glaims %
be the eonly person in Yazd vho is completely open and frank and tells me
sverytiing on ils mind, ean*t woke uvp his mind vhether I% here to watch
ths movausnts of ths Mussians (7!) or whether I wokking for the local
se¢ serv; obviously I cant be a student if Itve cob o landrover, Theretve
beon ne Hindve uslinm riobs here bul poonie enjor pointlns out that barher
shiope have sicns fMhuslims onlyt; Zores woent lot ielins into their places;
Jews have their oum buicher; snd ‘mhaisc (wnrecopnized) are evil, Christians
have a better gossip break inasmuch a= high status fercieners are same; and
there are only about ¢ local ones arsund, [dse this is a pretty cuiet
place the the hieat is bhesinning 4o coar vhieh nnkes niddey oretty damn qiiet

Al

[

Havent really stuibled acrocs anything torribly cmeiting: mortuary
cercmonioes and sessonal ccrermonies and cormensunl cercronies all are bad eal
the same: vou eat a lob while the nricst drones sway. There are some things
I havent found out about yeb llke a political smrder sbout 50 years ago
vaich possibly &till has the Zore commnity split, 2 ritual calendar changs,
purifieation ceremondes, and so on which should be more exotie., Idm not
getting very far very fast on cross momsin moriiages or anything of that
nature tho therc are a lot of cousin marriages and = saying "trade oub,
marry int (that from a Mwslim). There are a lot of pilgrimnge points, and
more simpls candie niches of memorial but so far these seem to be more
commnity colidarity foei than interstitial basts as in North Afriea,

Do you know anybhing about the kind of stuff Paul Rebhinow came back
with? OSomeone said hetd had a rough time in liorocco?

fegards to uta,
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UNIVERSITY NATIONAL BANK
Chieago, Illineis

Dear sirs: "

Flease transfer from my checking account (0710-0291; 71-0593-8)
to me eare of the Bankei-1e11i Tran, Yazd Branck one thousand (§1000,0 )
dollars, Please be sure to request the transfer to gzo to the Yazd
branch,

I would appreciate it if you could do this as soon as ponsible,
and if you could nctify me direetly that you have initisted the
transfer,

Thank you very much,

Sincerely,

Michael J,J, Fischer



